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Introduction 

This resource guide was prepared by the Recreation Subsidy Committee, a working group of 
the Winnipeg Community Sport Policy. The committee is comprised of organizations 
collaborating to improve access and engagement to recreation and sports through recreation 
subsidies.  The committee has come together with the understanding that although there are 
many subsidy programs, if we are truly to uphold everyone’s right to play, we need to develop 
a stronger, coordinated network of financial supports for families in need.   

The Everyone Can Play Guide: A Guide to Winnipeg Recreation and Sports Subsidies was 
envisioned to be a resource for service providers and organizations working with families 
experiencing barriers to recreation and sport participation.  The Guide will be a living document 
subject to annual updates.  The latest version of the guide can be found at www.wprc.ca.  

Special thank-you to the following members of the Recreation Subsidies Committee that 
contributed to this guide: 

 Marlene Amell, General Council of Winnipeg Community Centres

 Chino Argueta, Youth Agencies Alliance

 Steven Bemrose, General Council of Winnipeg Community Centres

 Deanna Betteridge, Winnipeg Regional Health Authority

 Corey Burgess, City of Winnipeg, Community Development & Recreation Services

 Marianne Cerilli, Social Planning Council of Winnipeg

 Amanda Daurie, Sport Manitoba

 Jaymi Derrett, Recreation Opportunities for Children, Children and Youth Opportunities

 Kristine Hayward, Winnipeg Regional Health Authority

 Angela Hildebrand, YMCA-YWCA of Winnipeg

 Liz Kovach, Manitoba Camping Association, Sunshine Fund

 Glenn  McLean, Canadian Tire Jumpstart Charities

 Gary Swanson, City of Winnipeg, Community Development & Recreation Services

 Gerald Villegas, Winnipeg Poverty Reduction Council, United Way of Winnipeg

Recreation Subsidies 

For the purposes of this document, a recreation and sport subsidy is a financial support 
program offered to families and individuals (youth and adults) who experience financial barriers 
to participate in recreation and sport opportunities.  There are a number of organizations and 
community groups that offer recreational programming free of charge.  However, a majority of 
organized sports, recreational classes and fitness facilities do charge fees to participate or gain 
access.  A subsidy is typically used to reduce the cost of registration for recreation 
programming, sports participation, or memberships to recreation centers and help to promote 
active living for families who would not be able to participate.    

http://www.wprc.ca/


4 

There are numerous recreation and sport subsidies that are available in Winnipeg.  The guide 
focuses on seven subsidies offered in Winnipeg.   The list is not exhaustive.   

1. Canadian Tire Jumpstart
2. City of Winnipeg’s - Fee Subsidy Program
3. General Council of Winnipeg Community Centres - Program Registration Fee Subsidy
4. KidSport Manitoba (Winnipeg Region)
5. Manitoba Camping Association - Sunshine Fund
6. Recreation Opportunities for Children
7. YMCA-YWCA of Winnipeg - Member Access Program

These diverse subsidy programs have subtle differences that are important to be aware of. 
These differences include:  

 Amount of funding provided to an individual or family;

 Activities or sports supported;

 Age restrictions;

 Criteria used to review each applicant’s eligibility; and

 Personal information required from an applicant.

The guide includes summaries of each of these subsidies.  

Five Steps to Get Started 

The Guide is designed to help navigate what can be a complicated process of accessing a 
subsidy.  Here are a few suggestions to get started and to get best use of the guide.    

1. Decide on an activity or sport to participate in.  In order to apply for a subsidy a
family or individual must first choose the activity, class or sport that they want to
participate in.  Here are a few links to resources to help decide on what the
family/individual wants to sign up for.  This list is not exhaustive.

- Winnipeg Children and Youth Recreation Guide - The Social Planning Council of 
Winnipeg has put together a list of youth recreation programs available in Winnipeg. 
The resource is an excellent companion to this Guide. It can be found online at: 
www.spcw.mb.ca   

- The City of Winnipeg produces three seasonal guides highlighting recreational 
opportunities for citizens.  The Leisure Guide, Swimming For All Ages, and Priceless 
Fun (Free Programs) can all be found online at: 
www.winnipeg.ca/cms/recreation/leisureguide.stm  

- General Council of Winnipeg Community Centres provides an extensive list of 
programs offered at various community centres throughout Winnipeg.  To find your 
local community centre, visit: www.gcwcc.mb.ca  

http://www.spcw.mb.ca/
http://www.winnipeg.ca/cms/recreation/leisureguide.stm
http://www.gcwcc.mb.ca/
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- Manitoba Camping Association provides a list of accredited, residential (overnight) 
and day summer camps.  www.mbcamping.ca  
 

- Sport Manitoba provides links to all recognized sports organizations in Manitoba.  
www.sportmanitoba.ca  

 
- YMCA-YWCA of Winnipeg offers numerous recreation programs and classes 

included in membership.  In addition, the Y also provides a variety of Day Camps 
during the Summer, Spring & Winter as well as overnight camping at Camp Douglas 
and Camp Stephens.  www.ywinnipeg.ca 

 
- Youth Agencies Alliance – is an umbrella organization representing 18 youth-serving 

community based organizations in Winnipeg. www.youthagenciesalliance.com  
 
2. Determine the related costs associated with the program.  After selecting a 

program, determine what costs there are associated to participate.  There are a number 
of free and low cost recreation programs available in Winnipeg that would typically not 
require a subsidy.  If the chosen activity has costs that prohibit the family or individual 
from participating then proceed to step three.   
 

3. Determine what organization is delivering the program.  Knowing the organization 
that delivers the program will help determine the appropriate subsidy to apply for.  Each 
subsidy will support different types of recreation and sport programs.  

 

4. Refer to the Recreation Subsidies Quick Reference Chart. The Guide includes a 
quick reference chart to help narrow down which subsidy to apply for.  The reference 
chart provides brief details on what activities are eligible, what the subsidy program will 
cover in terms of related costs, age range of eligibility, and who to contact for further 
information.   

 
5. Select the Subsidy to Apply for and Complete the Application.  The Guide offers a 

description of each subsidy and instructions on how to apply.  There are sample copies 
of the application forms in the guide.  A potential applicant must contact the subsidy 
host organization directly or visit their website to receive the actual application forms.  

 

  

http://www.mbcamping.ca/
http://www.sportmanitoba.ca/
http://www.ywinnipeg.ca/
http://www.youthagenciesalliance.com/
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Proof of Need 
Each of the subsidy providers included in this guide has their own application form and review 
process requiring proof of need.  The following section provides examples of the information 
that is requested from individuals or families to verify financial need.   

Low Income Eligibility Assessment 

Most subsidy application forms will include some form of a low-income eligibility assessment.  
Typically the subsidy provider will request Canada Revenue Agency Notice of Assessment or 
have the applicant fill out a form to review family income.  Some organizations are moving 
towards Statistics Canada Low Income Cut-Off Rates (LICO) as a measure to assess financial 
need compared to an applicant’s income.   

Documentation from Income Support Programs 

A person or family receiving income support may be eligible for a subsidy.  Some of the 
subsidy providers may accept the following documentation:  

- Employment Income Assistance social assistance case number or budget letter 
- Refugee Resettlement Assistance Program recipient case number 
- Canada Pension Plan Disability benefits  

Agency Referral 

In Winnipeg, there are a number of organizations that support youth and families in need.  A 
person or family connected with a social service organization or community agency may have 
the opportunity to receive a referral for a subsidy.  The organization would have to be willing to 
verify the financial need of the person or family applying for the subsidy.  The potential 
applicant would need to ask the subsidy provider if this is an option.   

Personal Interview and Story 

Some of the subsidy providers utilize a confidential interview process to assess and verify 
financial need of an applicant.  The interview can be used to review income and expenses. 
This process can help to identify recent changes in life circumstances such as job loss, 
separation, or death in the family.  These are circumstances that may not be captured by the 
application form or Canada Revenue tax statements but could result in a family or person 
being in significant financial need.   
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Recreation Subsidies Quick Reference Guide 

jumpstart.canadiantire.ca
www.winnipeg.ca/cms/recreation/feewaivers.stm
www.gcwcc.mb.ca
www.kidsportcanada.ca/index.php?page=manitoba_how_to_apply
www.mbcamping.ca/sunshine-fund.cfm
www.ywinnipeg.ca
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Subsidy Descriptions and Forms 

Canadian Tire Jumpstart  
Contact Information:  204-475-5008 or WinnipegJumpstart@gcwcc.mb.ca 

Web Site:  http://jumpstart.canadiantire.ca/  

Canadian Tire Jumpstart is a national charitable program that helps financially disadvantaged 

kids ages 4-18 participate in organized sport and recreation.  The program delivers support to 

children through a national network of over 320 local chapters.  Chapter members are 

volunteers from organizations who are committed to helping get kids active and healthy. They 

work in partnership to discreetly identify kids with the greatest need in their community to cover 

registration fees, equipment and/or transportation costs which helps them participate in a sport 

or recreational activity of their choice.  Jumpstart also supports program initiatives aimed at 

increasing access to sport and recreation programs.  

Levels of Support/Participation 

Canadian Tire family of businesses and Canadian Tire Jumpstart partners contribute funds 

and gather donations from customers and host fundraising events.  The charity has developed 

an extensive list of corporate and government sponsors. Since the launch in 2005, Canadian 

Tire Jumpstart has helped more than 650,000 kids across Canada play and benefit from 

organized sport and physical recreation.  

Since 2005, the Winnipeg Canadian Tire Jumpstart Chapter has supported over 15,000 kids 

utilizing $1.5MM. In 2013 alone, the Winnipeg Chapter distributed $255,000 to support 3,500 

kids through local organizations.   

There are six organizations that form the Winnipeg Jumpstart Chapter to support local kids in 

need: 

 Big Brothers and Sisters

 Boys and Girls Clubs of Winnipeg

 General Council of Winnipeg Community Centres (GCWCC)

 KidSport Winnipeg

 YMCA-YWCA

 Youth Agency Alliance (YAA)

mailto:WinnipegJumpstart@gcwcc.mb.ca
http://jumpstart.canadiantire.ca/
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Application Process 

If families are not connected to one of the Chapter organizations identified above, they may 

contact the GCWCC to receive an application.   Applicants are asked to complete the 

application form with details of the sport or recreational activity their child would like to 

participate in and an endorsement from a community leader or agency. 

Subsidy Details 

Since each child's financial needs are unique and in order to assist as many kids as possible, 

funding levels vary depending on these variables.  In 2013, a child could receive up to a 

maximum of $150 per activity for two different activities, through the year.  The grant can be 

made for equipment, registration or transportation costs with payment made directly to the 

service provider or business. 
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City of Winnipeg’s Fee Subsidy Program  
Contact Information: Call 311 or visit http://winnipeg.ca/cms/recreation/feewaivers.stm  

Winnipeg residents in financial need are encouraged to request a fee subsidy to participate in 

Community Services Department programs and services.  Fee subsidies are available for 

individuals of all ages and applications are accepted year-round. There is no deadline. 

Requesting a Fee Subsidy 

The following programs and services are eligible for fee subsidies: 

 Registered courses (Leisure Guide programs and swimming lessons) 

 Drop-in courses (10 visit Active Living passes) 

 Facility Admission (10 visit Facility passes) 

Please provide a completed application form along with a copy of one of the following as 

verification of economic need:  

 Social assistance case number (including case worker's contact information) 

 Refugee assistance case number (including case worker's contact information) 

 Most recent Canada Revenue Agency Notice of Assessment identifying annual family 

net income 

 A monthly statement of income from Canadian Pension Plan Disability 

Forward your completed application form along with a copy of the document verifying 

economic need to Registration Support Staff.  All requests must be made in writing. You will be 

contacted within 10 days of receipt of your request. 

Community Development & Recreation Services Division 

7th Floor - 395 Main St.; Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 3N8  

Fax Number:  204-986-4274 

Attention: Registration Support Staff 

The application form is available online at www.winnipeg.ca/cms/recreation/feewaivers.stm  

Funding Levels Provided: Recipients that meet the criteria for the City's Fee Subsidy 

Program are eligible for the following:  

 The fee for a registered program can be waived or subsidized at 25%, 50%, 75% or 

100% depending on circumstances. Subsidy applicants are registered if a spot is 

available once they are approved. 

 Drop-In Activities are free or subsidized with a 10-visit Active Living pass. 

 Facility Admissions are waived or subsidized with a 10-visit Facility pass. 

http://winnipeg.ca/cms/recreation/feewaivers.stm
http://www.winnipeg.ca/cms/recreation/feewaivers.stm
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Free Recreational Opportunities 

In addition to the Fee Subsidy Program, the City of Winnipeg also provides a number of free 

recreation programs and services.  The Priceless Fun brochure, published three times per 

year, provides information about free recreation, leisure and library programs.  Hard copies of 

Priceless Fun are available for pick up at all civic indoor pools, libraries and leisure centres.  

The brochure is also available online at: www.winnipeg.ca/cms/recreation/leisureguide.stm  

http://www.winnipeg.ca/cms/recreation/leisureguide.stm
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General Council of Winnipeg Community Centres (GCWCC) - Program 
Registration Fee Subsidy 
Contact Information: 204-475-5008 or visit: www.gcwcc.mb.ca  

The General Council of Winnipeg Community Centres (GCWCC) - Program Registration Fee 

Subsidy Grant was established in 1995 to assist those children who require financial 

assistance to be able to participate in sport, leisure and recreational programming at their 

neighbourhood community centre.   

Levels of Support/Participation 

This granting program is supported by an annual grant from the City of Winnipeg, Province of 

Manitoba and the Canadian Tire Jumpstart Program. It is also supported through additional 

grants from community foundations and corporate partners.  

Application Process 

Applicants 17 years of age and under are eligible to apply for the Registration Fee Subsidy 

Grant. Application forms are available upon request at the community centre where you are 

registering.  Applicants are required to provide written documentation verifying their economic 

need.  Accepted documentation includes: you’re most recent Notice(s) of Assessment 

indicating family income, financial statements from Canadian Pension Plan Disability, or 

statements from Social/Refugee Assistance indicating your case number.  

Community centres are typically the first to review the applications and assess eligibility based 

on family/household annual income, number of children and parental contribution. Applicants 

should fall within the maximum allowable income to be eligible.  Exceptions can be made if the 

families’ economic situation has changed from the previous year.  If approved by the 

community centre, applications are then forwarded to GCWCC for final review and distribution 

of funds to the appropriate sports organization.  

Applications are also available by calling the GCWCC office at 204-475-5008 or email at 

mamell@gcwcc.mb.ca.  

Subsidy Details 

Since each family’s financial needs are unique, there is a range of possible subsidies. Parents 

are expected to make a minimum contribution, and subsidies can range from 70-90% of the 

registration fees. Subsidies are provided directly to the participating community centre. 

 
 

http://www.gcwcc.mb.ca/
mailto:mamell@gcwcc.mb.ca
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KidSport Manitoba - Winnipeg Region  
Contact Information:  

204-925-5922 or visit: http://www.kidsportcanada.ca/index.php?page=manitoba_how_to_apply   

KidSport™ is national charity administered by Sport Manitoba that is designed to help children, 

up to 18 years of age, overcome financial barriers, so that all kids can participate in sport.  

KidSport identifies needs in the community, raises funds, and supports programs that create 

new opportunities for young people to participate in sport.  

Levels of Support/Participation 

KidSport raises funds through corporate donations, foundation grants, planned giving and 

special events. Funds are raised to help offset the cost of participant registration fees for 

community based sport programs that are recognized and/or affiliated with a Provincial Sport 

Organization. Funding is administered by Sport Manitoba's Regional Offices.  

Financial Application Process 

KidSport allows children and their families to apply for assistance of up to $300.00 per child 

per calendar year to register in a season of organized sport.  Funding is provided directly to the 

sport club or association on behalf of the family.  Application forms are available from the Sport 

Manitoba - Winnipeg Region office or on the website. 

http://www.kidsportcanada.ca/index.php?page=manitoba_how_to_apply 

KidSport uses Statistics Canada’s Low Income Cut-Off guidelines as a tool to determine 

eligibility for assistance.   

Application deadlines are the 15th of each month. 

Equipment Application Process: 

KidSport Manitoba collects new and used equipment and distributes it to children who cannot 

afford to purchase their own. Based on demonstrated need, equipment is also available to 

KidSport eligible applicants. There is no deadline for equipment applications. 

http://www.kidsportcanada.ca/index.php?page=manitoba_how_to_apply
http://www.kidsportcanada.ca/index.php?page=manitoba_how_to_apply
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Manitoba Camping Association - Sunshine Fund  
Contact Information: 204-784-1130 or visit www.mbcamping.ca/sunshine-fund.cfm  

The Sunshine Fund is a program offered through the Manitoba Camping Association. One in 4 

children live below the poverty line as such would not be able to access the wonderful benefits 

that camp provides children.   

The Sunshine Fund enables Manitoba children who do not have the financial means through 

parents, guardians or agencies, an opportunity to attend an accredited Manitoba summer 

camp. 

Programs Application Deadlines 

Applications are accepted as early as January and the cut-off for applications is July 15. The 

amount of children that can attend camp through the Sunshine Fund relies on the amount of 

funding available each year. Our goal is to send 1000 kids to camp each and every year.  

Eligibility Criteria 

Subsidy from the Sunshine Fund is based on total family household size and family household 

income. A chart outlining the allowable total family income levels is included in the Sunshine 

Fund application form.  Proof of income is required to access funding.  

What are the sports or programs that are eligible for funding?  

Currently the Sunshine Fund only subsidizes accredited summer camps in Manitoba. 

What's the maximum amount of funding offered?   

The maximum subsidy is $700 per child per year.  

  

http://www.mbcamping.ca/sunshine-fund.cfm
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Recreational Opportunities for Children – Manitoba Children and Youth 
Opportunities  
 

Recreational Opportunities for Children (ROC) is a program that was developed in 

partnership with Manitoba Family Services and Labour and Manitoba Children and 

Youth Opportunities. The ROC program links children to a wide variety of recreation 

opportunities that are based on the interests of the child, needs of the family and 

availability of programming in the family’s home community and are sustainable for the 

family in the long term.   In Winnipeg, the YMCA-YWCA is the community-based partner 

and is supporting the recreation assessment and connection to related activities within 

the community. 

Eligibility Criteria 

Eligible families are those receiving employment income assistance from the Province 

and have been referred to the program through a targeted referral process.    

Maximum Amount that the Program Supports 

Successful applicants (families) have access to financial support up to $250 per child 

each year for activities such as sports, dance or art lessons.  Funds can be used for 

registration fees, equipment, and supports to enable participation such as transportation 

and child care.   
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YMCA-YWCA of Winnipeg - Member Access Program 
Contact Information: www.ywinnipeg.ca  

The YMCA-YWCA of Winnipeg is one of Winnipeg’s longest-serving charities offering a 

wide range of affordable programs and activities that give people the opportunity to be 

healthy and realize their potential.  The Member Access Program is a service provided 

by the YMCA-YWCA of Winnipeg to ensure our facilities and programs are accessible 

to everyone in the community regardless of current financial circumstances.  

Application Deadline 

A person or family can apply for financial assistance at any of the four YMCA-YWCA 

Centres in Winnipeg at any time; there is no deadline. 

Eligibility Criteria 

The membership fee is determined by individual/family financial need and capabilities; 

proof of income and expenses is required to support the amounts being claimed. The 

YMCA-YWCA of Winnipeg respects an individual’s privacy: all information will be kept 

confidential.  Acceptable documents for proof of income and expenses can be found on 

the Member Access Application Form or on the YMCA-YWCA website, 

www.ywinnipeg.ca  

Eligible Sports and Programs 

Members subsidized by the YMCA-YWCA of Winnipeg have full membership privileges.  

As a member of the YMCA-YWCA, individuals/families will have access to all YMCA-

YWCA facilities in Winnipeg and the many programs and services it has to offer. 

Regular membership use is encouraged. 

Maximum Funding Amount 

Each request is unique and confidential and determined by individual/family need and 

capability.  Subsidized funding does not reach 100%. 

Levels of Support/Participation 

The YMCA-YWCA of Winnipeg Member Access program is funded by revenue 

collected from membership fees at regular rates, the United Way of Winnipeg, Canadian 

Tire Jumpstart, and other contributions generated by YMCA-YWCA of Winnipeg 

activities.  

  

http://www.ywinnipeg.ca/
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Day Camp, Camp Douglas and Camp Stephens Camper Subsidy 

At the YMCA-YWCA of Winnipeg we want to make sure all children and youth have an 

opportunity to benefit from a magical camp experience. In addition to the Sunshine 

Fund, we also offer subsidy programs and extended payment plans to assist if financial 

circumstances would otherwise prevent a child from affording an opportunity to go to 

camp.  Please visit our website at www.ywinnipeg.ca for details. 

 

http://www.ywinnipeg.ca/
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